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GEORGE DRYDEN SPENDS THE MORNING AT DONINGTON PARK RACEDRIVE F E AT U R E

FAVOURITE: This 1957 Ferrari 500 comes in the colour best known to the Tifosi the world over – red

What

The greatest dilemma most of us
are likely to face is deciding which
suit to wear to work in the
morning.

If you’re Tom Wheatcroft, however,
life is far more complicated, particu-
larly when it comes to deciding
which car, out of more than a hun-
dred, you’re going to take for a spin.

As the owner of the world’s biggest
collection of Formula One vehicles,
it’s a scenario which you just have to
e n d u re.

True to character, it’s a cross which
Tom bears impeccably.

It’s one of the sunniest days we’ve
had in weeks and the last of
Leicestershire’s action heroes has
decided to take a few of his prized
possessions for a spin around Don-
ington Park Race Circuit – the same
circuit he nursed back from derelic-
tion after buying it in 1970.

Ready for the off, among others, is a
Lancia D50, complete with fuel tank
on the outside, a rare rear-engined
1950 Vanwall and one of Tom’s fa-
vourites, the 1957 Ferrari 500, appar-
ently the most successful Grand Prix
car of all time, winning 10 out of its
first 12 races.

On arrival, our host is nowhere to
be seen, but out in the paddock, a
group of men are huddled eagerly
around a miniscule racing car which
doesn’t look like it would fit a child in
it, let alone a grown adult.

T W I N - CA M
I’m reliably informed it’s a 1936

twin-cam Austin Seven, with all of
750cc, but capable of a top speed of
130mph, nevertheless.

Today is a red letter day, not just be-
cause this is the first time the vehicle
will have been driven since it com-
peted at Crystal Palace in 1939, but
because it’s the first time Clive Had-
ley has set eyes on it since his father,
Bert, was positioned behind the
steering wheel.

“Dad won a lot of races in it and ac-
tually competed at this very track be-
fore the war. I think he even won a
race here,” explained Clive, who has
travelled all the way from Devon to
share this momentous occasion.

“I’d love to have a go in it, but look-
ing at the size of the seat, I don’t think
I’d get in it. They used to call my dad
the Pocket Rocket – now I can see
why,” he said with a smile.

It’s been a painstaking labour of
love for Selby-based restorer Keith
Taylor, who stripped the vehicle to
pieces and took two years to get it in
fine running order, wading through
reams of information on the vehicle

and tracking down some of its origin-
al parts, which had gone missing.

As we walk through to the pit lane,
Tom cruises in on what, to the un-
trained eye, looks like the hybrid res-
ult of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and a
pre-war fire engine, otherwise
known as a 1914 Locomobile, com-
plete with a varnished hardwood
steering wheel, footplate, spokes and
a brass horn in full working order.

With only 34,000 miles on the clock,
it’s been restored by father/son duo
Rick and Rob Hall, of Hall & Hall,
Folkingham, in Lincolnshire, after
Tom bought it in Australia while at-
tending an agricultural machinery
s a l e.

Backed by an intimate understand-
ing of every vehicle in the collection,
Tom is so much more than a wealthy
collector of cars, knowing every nu-
ance of every car in the collection.

Next up is a lime green 2.5l 1959
BRM (British Racing Motors) P25,
previously driven by the likes of
Stirling Moss and Hans Herman,
whose major accident in it is retold
photographically in the museum.

Tom passes the pit lane as a green
blur, powered by the characteristic
gusto which belies his 82 years.

Coming to a halt, he says: “I’m not
sure how fast I was going, but I
thought I’d better keep it at five and a
half revs so I didn’t get told off.” (I’m
reliably informed he would easily
have cleared 100 mph.)

Thankfully, Tom slows things down
considerably when he takes me for a
couple of laps in the Locomobile. The
journey is surprisingly smooth, even
though we’re going at a fair rate of
knots around the very bends graced
by some of motorsports greatest
names over the years.

Tom says he’s now just waiting for
26 vehicles to complete the collec-
tion, but ever the businessman, he
remains sensibly tight-lipped as to
their identities.

Quite clearly, he has no intention of
parting company with his cars.
“They can go when I’ve gone,” he
s ay s.

But seeing his son, Kevin, in the
P25, it looks as if he’s as hooked on
motorsport as his father. And who
can blame him?

ROADSTER: Tom Wheatcroft takes the 1914 Locomobile for a spin

“I’m not sure how fast I
was going, but I thought
I’d better keep it at five
and a half revs so I didn’t
get told off.”
Tom Wheatcroft

A member of the
General Motors family.

Kalos 1.2 Xtra Cool fuel consumption: mpg (litres/100km)/CO2
emissions: Urban: 33.6 (8.4), Extra-urban: 51.4 (5.5), Combined:
42.8 (6.6), CO2: 159g/km.
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plus 3 years’ Total AA roadside cover

Free insurance
for 19+ year olds.

Kalos Xtra Cool

PLUS
Standard features
Air-conditioning
ABS anti-lock brakes
Dual and side airbags
CD player
Power steering
Remote central locking
Front and rear electric windows

WITH

Air Con

£7995From

Moorland

Drive Daewoo
Freemans Common Road,
Leicester LE2 7SL
T:0116 255 7567
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CIRCUIT AS TOM WHEATCROFT AIRS HIS CLASSIC CARS DRIVE F E AT U R E

a collection!
“I’d love to have a go in it, but looking at the size of the seat, I don’t think
I’d get in it. They used to call my dad the Pocket Rocket – now I can see
w hy.”
Clive Hadley – whose father raced the 1936 twin-cam Austin Seven

IN ACTION: The 1936 twin-cam Austin Seven
tears along the start-finish straight and Clive
looks over the car his father once piloted

SKODA FFABIA HHATCH
04 (04) Fabia 1.9 TDi vRS. Silver, 6 spd, CD, air con, 1,600 miles . . . . . . . . . . .£11,650
02 (52) Fabia 1.9 SDi Comfort. Nature Green, air con, 13,800 miles  . . . . . . . . .£7499
04 (53) Fabia 1.2 12v Classic Hatch. Red,  ABS, +pack, 4,000 miles  . . . . . . . . .£6999
04 (04) Fabia 1.2 Classic Hatch. Silver,  ABS, airbags, 2,000 miles  . . . . . . . . . . .£6999
03 (53) Fabia 1.2 Silverline Hatch. Silver, 5,100 miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£6999
03 (03) Fabia 1.2 Classic. Silver, air conditioning, 13,800 miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£6499
01 (Y) Fabia 1.9 SDi Comfort. Gold, airbags, PAS, 48,000 miles  . . . . . . . . . . . .£5499
00 (X) Fabia 1.4 16v Comfort. Blue, air con, 35,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£5999
01 (51) Fabia 1.4 Classic. White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£4999
01 (Y) Fabia 1.4 Classic. Blue, air con, 36,900 miles,  NOWONLY  . . . . . . . . . .£4999

SKODA FFABIA SSALOON & EESTATE
03 (52) Fabia 1.9 SDi Classic Estate. Blue Magic, 16,000 miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . .£6999
02 (52) Fabia 1.4 Classic Estate. Blue, air con, plus pack, 13,000 miles  . . . . . . .£6499
01 (51) Fabia 1.4 Comfort Estate. Green, air conditioning, 47,000 miles  . . . . .£5999
01 (51) Fabia 1.4 Classic Estate. Red, 16,000 miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£5999
01 (51) Fabia 1.4 16v Saloon. Red, 19,000 miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£5499

SKODA OOCTAVIA HHATCH
03 (03) Octavia 1.9 TDi Elegance Hatch. Nature Green, climate control, 

alloy wheels, 14,000 miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£11,499
03 (53) Octavia 1.6 Ambiente Hatch. Silver, air con, 7,500 miles, CD player  . .£8999
02 (52) Octavia 1.8 vRS Turbo. Black, cruise control, sunroof, 

18” alloy wheels, 21,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£11,499
03 (03) Octavia 1.9 TDi Ambiente. Admiral Blue, air con, 14,000 miles . . . . . . .£9999

SKODA OOCTAVIA EESTATE
04 (04) Octavia 1.9 TDi Classic Estate. Stone Grey, alloys, ABS . . . . . . . . . . . £11,999
02 (02) Octavia 1.9 TDi Ambiente Estate AUTO. Black, 21,000 miles  . . . . . . . Due In
02 (02) Octavia 1.6 Ambiente Estate. Nature Green, ABS, 

14,000 miles, air conditioning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £8499
01 (Y) Octavia 1.6 Ambiente Estate. Blue, air con, ABS, 51K miles . . . . . . . . . £6499

SKODA SSUPERB
03 (53) Superb 2.5 TDi Elegance AUTO. Gold, 7,500 miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£16,500
03 (52) Superb 1.9 TDi (130bhp) Elegance. Mystery Blue, cruise, 

17” alloy wheels, Xenon lights   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£14,500
04 (04) Superb 1.9 TDi 100PS Classic. Silver, cruise, a/w, 2,200 miles . . . . . . . .£14,500

SKODA FFELICIA
00 (X) Felicia 1.3 Classic Estate Blue, PAS, 38,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£4499
98 (S) Felicia 1.3 GLi Hatch Chili Red, PAS, low miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Due In

OTHER MAKES
02 (52) Vauxhall Corsa Comfort 5dr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Due In
01 (51) Ford Freestyle Black, low miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Due In
01 (51) Ford KA.Black, low miles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Due In
00 (X) Daewoo Nubira CDX Estate. Red Met, 26,000 miles, air conditioning  .£3999
00 (W) Ford Fiesta 1.8 LX T Diesel. Met Blue, air con, alloys, 51,000 miles  . . .£3999
99 (V) Nissan Micra. Metallic Blue, 51,000 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£3499
99 (T) Daewoo Leganza 2.0 CDX AUTO. Metallic Red, 33,000 miles  . . . . . . . .£2999

SAVE UP TO

£1000
ON SCREEN PRICE

8 AVAILABLEFROM JUST£10495

Peugeot 206 CC
from only £10495
Typical specification includes:
. Choice of Metallic Paint . Alloy Wheels
. Remote Central Locking . Airbags
. ABS with EBFD and EBA . Front Fog Lamps
. Electric Windows . Sport Front Seats
. Alarm and Deadlocks . CD Player
. Electric Heated Door Mirrors

Abbey Lane, Leicester

0116 268 8600
Narborough Road South, Leicester

0116 263 2700
Stoneygate Road, Leicester

0116 274 6800

only at Castles

CASTLES MOTOR COMPANY

save up to a huge £3000 selected quality used cars
106 SAVE NOW

0151 1.1 Zest 2 D 5dr, Moonstone £800 £4695
98R 1.1 XS 3dr,Cherry Red, 71k £1200 £2795

206
0352 2.0 CC, Black, Black & Red Leather £1000 £13495
0202 2.0 CC SE, Cayman Green, 22k £1000 £11995
01Y 2.0 CC SE, Platinum, 29k £1000 £10495
0252 2.0 HDi SW D-Turbo 5dr, China £2000 £8995
0252 1.6 XSi SW 5dr, Moonstone £3000 £7995
0202 1.6 Roland Garros 5dr, Green £1500 £7495
0353 1.4 XT 5dr, Diablo Red £1000 £6995
0202 1.4 HDi LX 5dr, Silver,Alloys £700 £6995
0252 1.1 LX 3dr, Sapphire Blue, 12k £1700 £5995 
00X 2.0 LX HDi 5dr, Indigo,Air Con £2000 £4995

306
01X 2.0 HDi Meridian Est,
China Blue,Air Con, 46,273 Miles £1000 £6495

307
0353 2.0 HDi SE (90) 5dr, Diablo Red £2000 £9995
0353 1.6 S 5dr, Aluminium,Air Con £1000 £8995
0353 1.6 S 5dr, Aegean Blue,Air Con £1000 £8995
0252 1.6 LX 5dr Auto, Aluminium £2000 £7995

406
0252 2.2 S Coupe, Galileo Green £1500 £10995

Others
0303 Partner Combi 2.0 HDi Escapade,

Moonstone Blue, 17k £500 £8995

106
0252 1.6 GTi, China Blue, 21k £7995

206
0252 2.0 CC SE, Aegean Blue, 18,000 Miles £12995
0404 1.4 S 5dr, Diablo Red, A/C, 10,395 Miles £8795
0404 1.1 S 3dr, Aegean Blue,Air Con, 3200 Miles £7695
01Y 1.1 Look 3dr, Moonstone Blue, A/C, 20k £5695
00W 1.4 Look 5dr, Crystal Green, 51,500 Miles £4995

206 Estates
0353 1.4 XT SW 5dr, Aluminium, 11,633 Miles £7495
0353 1.4 XT SW 5dr, Choice of Colours,A/C £7295
0303 1.4 XT SW 5dr, Sahara Yellow, Air Con £7295

307
0453 2.0 HDi (110) Rapier 3dr, Aegean, 5k £10495
0353 1.4 HDI (70) S 5dr, China Blue,Air Con £8995
0151 2.0 HDi (90) Style 3dr, Aluminium, 31k £7495

307 Estates
0303 2.0 HDI (90) Rapier, Aegean Blue, 7k £10495
0353 1.6 SW S Auto, Onyx Black, 10,873 Miles £9495

406
0353 2.0 HDI (90) S 4dr,China Blue, Sat Nav £9295
01Y 2.0 SE Coupe, Polaris Blue,Air Con, 49k £8995

406 Estate
01Y 2.0 HDi (110) Exec, Jade Green, 33k £10495

Used LVC
0202 EXPERT 2.0 HDI,Bianca White, 32k £8495

We have a huge selection of quality used vehicles in stock. Please call for details.
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