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BUSINESS FOCUS ON LOUGHBOROUGH
and surrounding areas

Free facility
for firms in
Cha r n wood

MAKE headway with your business
marketing by advertising your
company on the world wide web –
for free.

This facility is dedicated to any
business operating in the Charn-
wood area. What will probably come
as a surprise is the fact that this
highly versatile cyber-forum and
directory is just one of a number of
initiatives from Charnwood
Borough Council designed to get
your company noticed and network-
ing withothers.

Register with www.charnwood-
business.com today and this simple
step will get you noticed, not only by
the 1,600 other business which have
already registered on the site’s dir-
ectory in the last 18 months, but any-
one who logs on to this site. Best of
all, it won’t cost you apenny.

You can keep it simple and just add
in your contact details, but if you
want to make the most of this totally

free advertising space, you can cre-
ate a link to your existing business
website and email and let people
know exactly where you are with a
locationmap.

But best of all, you can add and edit
your own page content – and again,
it’s a totally free service. Your web-
space is suitable for images, docu-
ments, or just plain copy, but be-
cause it is controlled by you and not
another company, you can decide
what toput onit and when.

The directory in particular is
something of a pet project of eco-
nomic regeneration assistant Ray
Hurst, who is largely responsible for
the dramatic growth of the directory,
from 45 entries to its current figure
of 1,600 and rising – something
which he has accomplished since
takingon thechallengeinJuly 2006.

“It’s a permanent window that you
can change as and when you want
to,” he says. “We provide you with a

guidebook once you’ve registered,
but it really is simple to use.

“I’ve seen a huge range of ages and
abilities master their own web page
relatively effortlessly, but if you do
have a problem and there’s some-
thing you can’t do, give us a ring on
01509 634534and we'lldoit for you.

Charnwoodbusiness.com is far
more than a directory – the site is
also a useful and intelligent inform-
ation source for business news, with
regular feeds from the national and
local press, and Leicestershire Eco-
nomicPartnership.

Other information includes the
latest available commercial prop-
erty with a search facility, grants
and the latest changes to legislation
whichmay affect your business.

There’s also a Business of the
Month feature, which gives a differ-
ent business an entire month of
extrafreeadvertising.

What’s more, there's also a continu-

ally-updated calendar, featuring
business-related events, such as
training courses, meetings and for-
ums, such as the first ever South
Charnwood Business Forum, which
took place in September, attended by
54 Charnwood businesses and 95 at-
t endee s.

Ray says the forum, including
Trading Standards, Business Link,
the Prince’s Trust, Leicestershire
Chamber of Commerce and Syston
Chamber of Trade, was such a suc-
cess that there will be another one
taking place for North Charnwood
inearly 2008.

Look out for advertisements in the
localpress.

To gain a flavour for the kind of
event in store, log onto charnwood-
business.com and read Ray’s report
on theinauguralevent.

To contact Ray, call him direct on
01509 634 534, or email him on Ray-
mond.hurst@char nwood.gov.uk

A great time to invest
LEICESTER may currently be
hogging the limelight in
terms of redevelopment scale,
but the more observant entre-
preneurs will have noticed
that Loughborough’s skyline
has accommodated its fair
share of cranes in the last 18
mon t h s.

That means there’s never been
a better time to invest in this
market town’s future thannow.

Sounds like great business
move? Then it’s time you
found out more about one of
the most recently-formed
organisations fighting Lough-
borough’s commercial corner
– the Loughborough Town
CentrePartnership.

This represents a golden op-
portunity for your company to
be heard, whether you’re a
shop, service or leisure pro-
vider covering the Loughbor-
ougharea.

This pro-active body was

formed in March 2006 to draw
shoppers and leisure seekers
to the town like a magnet, to
ensure a maximum level of
sustainable funding is con-
tinually achieved for the town
and to enable the town to stand
its ground commercially and
socially with its larger service
centre rivals.

At the same time, the body
aims to preserve the wonder-
fully traditional character of
the town.

Its formation is perfect tim-
ing – millions of pounds have
already been poured into pro-
jects such as Loughborough
Wharf, which has taken 18
months to complete, the pedes-
trianised inner relief road,
linking up the town’s
Churchgate shops with Mar-
ket Square, and the new Ma-
gistrates’ Court, due for com-
pletionany timenow.

“We wanted to bring together

all the stakeholders in the
town centre because we
thought the whole would be
greater than the sum of the
parts,” says partnership chair-
manAdrianMcInnes.

“Our original founding mem-
bers were the Chamber of
Trade and Commerce, Charn-
wood Borough Council, Crime
out of Loughborough (COOL),
the Market Traders’ Federa-
tion and the Showman’s Guild.
We also have businesses and
service providers in the town
as members.”

They may only have been in
existence for 18 months, but
they’ve already achieved a
great deal, including the on-
street Jurassic Loughborough
event, the Churchgate shops
festival event and the publica-
tion of the handy ‘Find it in
Loughborough’ leaflet, listing
the contact details of shops
and services in the town.

NEW: Loughborough Wharf

£70,000
funding
THE Lo u ghbo ro u gh
Town Centre Partner-
ship has received
£50,000 from Charn-
wood Borough Coun-
cil and a total extra
£20,000 from its cor-
porate champions, in-
cluding Loughbor-
ough University,
pharmaceuticals gi-
ant Astra-Zeneca and
construction firm
William Davis.

business.info@charnwood.gov.uk
www.charnwoodbusiness.com T: 01509 634727 or 634534

Economic Regeneration
Charnwood Borough Council

Southfields, Loughborough, LE11 2TR

LOUGHBOROUGH
21 BAKEWELL ROAD

INDUSTRIAL UNIT ON LARGE SITE
FOR SALE

Detached Warehouse & Offices 6,384 sq. ft.
Site: 0.51 acres - Development/Expansion
potential.

Good Access A6 & J23/24 M1

FOR SALE £325,000

•
•

•

DYNAMIC
SUPPORT

&
GUIDANCE

● Business Start Ups
& Finance Raising

● Self Assessment
& Tax Advice

● Cashflow & Profit
Forecasts

● Management Reports
& Systems Advice

● Tax Planning
Advice

● Accounts & Audits

● Book Keeping,
Payroll &VAT

● Visits to your
home or office at
no extra cost

At Essex Abel we pride ourselves on our understanding of
client needs, we believe we offer a dynamic service, so if you
are looking for a jargon free common sense approach to

accounting and tax we would invite you to a free consultation

01509 267 827
www.essexabel.co.uk

Junction 23 M1 Loughborough University Loughborough Leicestershire
0845 0 364624 www.welcometoimago.com

from 2 to 2,000 delegates

3 versatile, ultra modern conference venues

central location, excellent motorway access

the very best facilities to
achieve your goal

the

best results

Unit 20, Gordon Road, Meadow Lane Industrial Estate. Loughborough,
Leicestershire. LE11 1JP


